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the Krft and fuperior of thefe arifes from the fternum, and 
the ends of the laft ribs on each fide : its fibres, from this 
femicircular origination, tend towards their centre, and ter¬ 
minate in a tendon or aponeurofis, which hath always been 
taken for the nervous part of the midriff. The fecond and 
inferior mufcle comes from the vertebrae of the loins by two 
productions, of which that on the right fide comes from the 
Jirfi, fecond, and third vertebrae of the loins; that on the 
16ft fide is fomewhat thorter; and both thefe productions join 
and make the lower part of the midriffs which joins its ten¬ 
dons with the tendon of the other, fo as that they make but 
one membrane, or rather partition. Quincy. 

Whereat he inly rag’d, and as they talk’d. 

Smote him into the midriff with a {lone 
That beat out life.. Milton 1 s Par. Lojl, b. xi. 

In the gullet, where it perforateth the midriff\ the carneous 
fibres of that mufcular part are infleCted. Pay. 

Mid-sea. n. f. [mid and fea.] The Mediterranean fea. 

Our Tyrrhene Pharos, that the mid-fea meets 
With its embrace, and leaves the land behind. Dry den. 

Midshipman-, n. f [from mid, Jhip, and man.] 

Midjhipmen are officers aboard a (hip, whofe ftation, when 
they are on duty, is fume on the quarter-deck, others on the 
poop, &c. Their bufinefs is to mind the braces, to look 
out, and to give about the word of command from the cap¬ 
tain and other fuperior officers : they alfo aflift on all occa- 
iions, both in failing the Or ip, and in floring and rummaging 
the hold. They are ufually young gentlemen, who having 
ferved their time as volunteers, are now upon their prefer¬ 
ment. Harris. 

Midst, n.f. Middle. 

All is well when nothing pleafes but God, being thankful 
in the midjl of his affiiclions. Taylor’s Guide to Devotion. 

Arife, ye fubtle fpirits, that can fpy 
When love is enter’d in a female’s eye; 

You that can read it in the midjl of doubt* 

And in the midjl of frowns can find it out. Drydcn. 

Midst, adj. [contracted from middejl , the fuperlative of mid .J 
Midmofl; being in the middle. 

On earth join all ye creatures to extol 
Him firfl, Him laft, Him midjl, and without end. Milton. 
In the Slighted Maid, there is nothing in the firft aCt but 
what might have been faid or done in the fifth ; nor any 
thing in the midjl which might not have been placed in the 
beginning. . Dryden’s Dufrefnoy. 

Midstre'am. n.f. [mid and Jlream .] Middle of the ftream. 

The midjlream’s his ; I creeping by the fide, 

And fhoulder’d off by his impetuous tide. Dryden ; 

Midsummer, n.f. [mid and furnmer.] The fummer folftice, 
popularly reckoned to fall on June the twenty-fourth. 

However orthodox my fentiments relating to publick affairs 
may be while I am now writing, they may become criminal 
enough to bring me into trouble before Midfummer. Swift. 

At eve laft Midfummer no fleep I fought. Gay s Pajl. 

Mi'dway. n.f [mid and way.] The part of the way equally 
diftant from the beginning and end. 

No midway ’twixt thefe extremes at all. _ Shakefpeare. 
He were an excellent man that were made in the midway 
between him and Benedick; the one is too like an image, 
and fays nothing; and the other too like mv lady’s eldeft fon, 
evermore tattling. Shakefp. Much ado about nothing. 

Pity and fhame ! that they, who to live well 
Stood fo fair, {hould turn afide to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the midway faint! Milton's Par. Lojl. 
The hare laid himfelf down about midway , and took a 
nan ; for I can fetch up the tortoife when I pleafe. 

J VEJlrange 1 s Fables. 

How didft thou arrive at this place of darknefs, when 
fo many rivers of the ocean lie in the midway. 

J Broome's Notes on the Odyffey. 

Mi'dway. adj. Middle between two places. 

How fearful 

And dizzy ’tis, to caft one’s eyes fo low ! 

The crows and choughs that wing the midway air 
Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles. Shakefpeare . 

Mi'dway. adv. In the middle of the paffage. 

With dry eyes, and with an open look. 

She met his glance midway. J 7 en 5 

MPDWIFE. n. f. [This is derived, both by Skinner _and /«- 
■ nius, from mib or meed* a reward, and pip, Saxon.] wo 
man who affifts women in childbirth. 

When man doth die, our body, as the womb, 

And as a midwife , death directs it home. _ onne ‘ 

Without a midwife thefe their throws fuftain, 

And bowing, bring their iffue forth with pain. oancy j. 

There faw I how the fecret felon wrought, / 

And treafon lab’ring in the traitor’s thought, l 

And midwife time the ripen’d plot f de _ 

I had as dear a notion of the relation of brothers between 
them, as if I had all the (kill of a midwife. ■ 
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Bui no man* fure ! e’er left his houfe 
And faddl’d ball with thoughts fo wild. 

To bring a midwife to his fpoufe. 

Before he knew {he was with child. 

Midwifery, n.f. [from midwife .] 

1. Alfiftance given at childbirth. 

2. Aft of produaion; help to produaion ; co-operation in 

produaion. 1 

So hafty fruits, and too ambitious flow’rs, 

Scorning the midwifry of rip’ning fhow’rs, 

In fpight of frofts, lpring from th’ unwilling earth. Stepney 
There was never any thing propounded for publick good 
that did not meet with oppofition ; arifing from the humour of 
fuch as would have nothing brought into the world but by their 
own midwifry. _ ^ Child's Difcourfe on Trade. 

3. Trade of a midwife. 

Mi'dwinter. n. f. [mid and winter.] The winter folftice. 
Begin when the flow waggoner defeends, 

Nor ceafe your flowing till Midwinter ends. Dryden 
Mien, n.f [mine, French.] Air; look; manner. 

In her alone that owns this book is feen 
Clorinda’s fpirit, and her lofty mien. Waller. 

What can have more the figure and mien of a ruin than 
craggs, rocks, and cliffs. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

One, in whom an outward mien appear’d, 

And turn fuperior to the vulgar herd. Prior. 

What winning graces, what majeftick mien , 

She moves a goddefs, and fhe looks a queen. Pope. 

Might, the preterite of may. 

Matters of fuch confequence fhould be in plain words, as 
little liable as might be to doubt. Locke. 

Might, n.f. [mi-gfir, Saxon.] Power; ftrength; force. 



What fo ftrong, 


Spenjer . 


But wanting reft, will alfo want of might. 

Quoth fhe, great grief will not be told, 

And can more eafily be thought than faid ; 

Right fo, quoth he, but he that never would, 

Could never ; will to might gives greateft aid. Fa. fju. 

An oath of mickle might. Shakefp * Henry V. 

Wherefore fhould not ftrength and might 
There fail, where virtue fails. Milton’s Par. Lojl, b. vi. 

With might and main they chac’d the murd’rous fox, 
With brazen trumpets and inflated box. Dryden. 

This privilege the clergy in England formerly contended 
for with all might and main. Ayliffe’s Par ergon. 

Mi'ghtily. adv. [from mighty.] 

1. With great power; powerfully; efficacioufly; forcibly. 

With whom ordinary means will prevail, furely the power 
of the word of God, even without the help of interpreters, 
in God’s church worketh mightily, not unto their confirma¬ 
tion alone which are converted, but alfo to their conversion 
which are not. Hooker , b. v. 

2 . Vehemently; vigoroufly; violently. 

Do as adverfaries do in law, ftrive mightily, but eat and 
drink as friends. ' _ _ Shakefpeare. 

3. In a great degree ; very much. This is a fenfe fcarcely to 

be admitted but in low language. 

Therein thou wrong'd thy children mightily . Sbakejp . 

There’s ne’er a one of you but trufts a knave, 

That mightily deceives you. ^ Shakefp. Titus Andronicus. 
An afs and an ape conferring grievances : the afs complain¬ 
ed mightily for want of horns, and the ape for want of a tail. 

0 L'EJlrange s Fables. 

Thefe happening nearer home made fo lading impreffions 
upon their minds, that the tradition of the old deluge was 

mightily obfeured, and the circ umftances of it interwov 

and confounded with thofe of thefe later deluges. Woodward. 

I was mightily pleafed with a ftory applicable to this piec 
of philofophy. „ SpeSatcr, N • 57 j" 

Mightiness, n.f. [from mighty.] Power; greatnefs, g 
of dignity. 

Think you fee them great, 

And follow’d with gen’ral throng and iwcat 
Of thoufand friends; then in a moment fee, yrrj 

How foon this mightinefs meets mifery ! Shak. Hen y 

Will’t pleafe youx mightinefs to waffl your hands? 

Mi'ghty. adj. [from might.] 

1. Powerful; ftrong. . , n pn x . g. 

Nimrod began to be a mighty one in the earth. ^ ^ 
Great is truth, and mightyf hove all things. i. 

Fie is wife in heart and mighty in ftrengtn. J 

2 . Excellent, or powerful in any a< 51 . 


Dryden. 
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The mighty mailer fmil’d. be ufcd bu{ ^ 

i'giIty. adv. In a great degree. N 
very low language. 

Lord of his new hypothecs he reigns. 

He reigns; How long ? Till fome ufurper rife, 

And he too mighty thoughtful, mighty wile. 

Studies new lines. . . Ad of chan^S 

Migration, n.f [migrate nvgre ,> !■*] 


place. 


Ariftotle 
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centre of c ravi y, & cou]d never have been repofed 

Sk .lie «• at. 

Walk round about an oak, with ragged horns ; 

And then he blafts the tree, and takes the cattle. 

And makes milch kirie yield blood. ^ Shakefpeare. 

When fhe faw Pyrrhus make malicious iport, s 
In mincing with his {word her huiband’s limbs. 

The inftant burft of clamour that fhe made, ? 

Would have made milch the burning eyes of heav n. bbak. 
The beft mixtures of water in ponds for cattle, to malce 
them more milch , fatten, or keep them from murrain, may 
be chalk and nitre. Bacon s Nat. HJl. • 77 

Not above fifty-one have been ftarved, excepting infants 
at nurfe, caufed rather by careleffnefs ^nd mfirmty of the 
milch women. Graunt s Bills of o? a t y. 

With the turneps they feed fheep, milch- cows, or fatting 
cattle> . Mortimer's Hujbandry . 

MILD. adj. [mils, Saxon.] 

1. Kind; tender; good; indulgent; merciful; compaffionate; 

clement; foft; notfevere; not cruel. . 

The execution of juftice is committed to his judges, which 
is the feverer part; but the milder part, which is mercy, is 
wholly left in the king. Bacons Advice to ViUiers. 

If that mild and gentle god thou be, 

Who doft mankind below with pity fee. _ Dryden. 
It teaches us to adore him as a mild and merciful being, of 
infinite love to his creatures. Rogers's Sermons. 

2 . Soft; gentle; not violent. 

The rofy morn refigns her light. 

And milder glory to the noon. Waller. 

Nothing referv’d or fullen was to fee, 1 

But fweet regards, and pleafing fandlity ; S- 

Mild was his accent, and his adlion free. Dryden. j 

Sylvia’s like autumn ripe, yet mild as May, 

More bright than noon, yet frefh as early day. Pope. 

The folding gates diffus’d a filver light. 

And with a milder gleam refrefh’d the fight. Addifon. 

3. Not acrid; not corrofive ; not acrimonious ; demulcent; 
affuafive ; mollifying ; lenitive. 

Their qualities ate changed by rendering them acrimonious 
or mild. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

4. Not {harp ; mellow ; fweet; having no mixture of acidity. 

The Irifh were tranfplanted from the woods and mountains 
Into the plains, that, like fruit trees, they might grow the 
milder , and bear the better and Tweeter fruit. Davies. 

Suppofe your eyes fent equal rays 
Upon two diftant pots of ale. 

Not knowing which was mild or ftale. Prior. 

Mi'ldernax. n.f Cannabum nauticum. Ainf, 

Mi'ldew. n.f. [milbeape, Saxon.] 

Mildew is a difeafe that happens in plants, and is caufed 
by a dewy moifture which falls on them, and continuing, for 
want of the fun’s heat, to draw it up, by its acrimony cor¬ 
rodes, gnaws, and fpoils, the inmoft fubftance of the plant, 
and hinders the circulation of the nutritive fap; upon which 
the leaves begin to fade, and the bloffoms and fruit are much 
prejudiced : or, mildew is rather a concrete fubftance, which 
exfudes through the pores of the leaves. What the garden¬ 
ers commonly call mildew is an infedl, which is frequently 
found in great plenty, preying upon this exfudation. Others 
fay, that mildew is a thick, clammy vapour, exhaled in the 
Spring and Summer from the plants, bloffoms, and even the 
earth itfelf, in clofe, ftill weather, where there is neither fun 
enough to draw it upwards to any confiderable height, nor wind 
of force ftrong enough to difperfe it: it condenfes and falls on 
plants, and with its thick, clammy fubftance ftops the pores, and 
by that means prevents perfpiration. Miller thinks the truecaufe 
of the mildew appearing moft upon plants which are expofed 
to the Eaft, is a dry temperature in the air when the wind 
blows from that point, which ftops the pores of the plants, and 
prevents their perfpiration ; whereby the juices of the plants 
are concreted upon the furface of their leaves, which being; 
of a fweetifh nature, infe&s are indeed thereto, where find¬ 
ing proper nutriment they depofite their eggs, and multiply 
10 faft as to cover the whole furfaces of the plants, and by 
corroding the veffels, prevent the motion of the fap It is 
obfervable, that whenever a tree has been greatly affixed by 
this mildew , it feldom recovers it in two or three years, and 
many times never is intirely clear from it after. Hill 

Down fefl the mildew of his fugred words. Fairfax 
The mildew cometh by clofenefs of air; and therefore in 
lulls, or champain grounds, it feldom cometh. Bacon 

boon Wafting mildews black’ned all the grain, Dryden 
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To taint with mildew. 


To MiYdew. v. a. * ^ «««- ..:;y ,, 

Here is your hufband, like a mildew dear, 
Blafting his wholefome brother. Shakefp. 

He mifdews the white wheat, and 


bf the earth. 


Shakefp. 


le earui. , . 

Morals fnatch from Plutarch’s tatter d P a g e ? , . 

mildew'd Bacon, or Stagyra’s fage. Gay s Trivia. 


Dryden 


r Lear . 

Dryden . 

Addifon. 

Dryden. 

ads 
or, 


Mi'ldly. adv. [from mild .] 

1. Tenderly; not feverely. 

Prince, too mildly reigning, 

Ceafe thy forrow .and complaining. 

2. Gently; not violently. 

The air once heated maketh the flame burn mor e mildly, 
and fo helpeth the continuance. Bacons Nat. HJl. N . 375. 

Mi'ldness. n.f [from mild.] 

X. Gen dene fs; tendernefs ; mercy; clemency. 

This milky gentlenefs and courfe of yours ; 

You are much more at talk for want of wifdom. 

Than prais’d for harmful mildnefs. . Shakejp. Kin , 

The fame majeftick mildnefs held its place; 

Nor loft the monarch in his dying face. 

His probity and mildnefs {hows 
His care of friends and fcorn of foes. 

I faw with what a brow youTrav’d your fate; 

Yet with what mildnefs bore your father’s hate. 

2. Contrariety to acrimony. 

Mile. n.f. [millepaffus, Latin.] The ufiial meafure of roads 
in England, one thoufand feven hundred and fixty yards 
five thoufand two hundred and eighty feet. 

We muft meafure twenty miles to-day. Shakefpeare . 

Within this three mile may you fee it coming, 

A moving grove. Shakefpeare's Macbeth. 

When the enemy appeared, the foot and artillery was four 
miles behind. Clarendon , h. ii. 

Millions of miles , fo rapid is their race, 

To cheer the earth they in few moments pafs. Blachmore. 

Milestone, n.f. [mile and Jlone.] Stone let to mark the 
miles. 

Mi'lfoil. n.f [; millefolium , Latin.] A plant, the fame with 
yarrow. 

Milfoil and honey-fuckles pound, 

With thefe alluring favours {Irew the ground. Dryden.. 

Mi'liary. adj. [milium millet, Latin; miliaire, Fr.] Small; 
refembling a millet feed. 

The fearf-flein is compofed of fmall feales, between which 
the excretory du£ls of the miliary glands open. Cheyne , 

Mi'liary fever. A fever that produces fmall eruptions. 

MFLICE. n\f [French.] Standing force. A word innovated 
by Temple , but unworthy of reception. 

The two-and-twentieth of the prince’s age is the time af- 
figned by their conftitutions for his entering upon the publick 
charges of their milice. Temple's Mi feel. 

Mi'litant. adj. [. militans , Latin; militante , Fr.] 

1. Fighting; profecuting the bufinefs of a foldier. 

Againft foul fiends they aid us militant ; 

They for us fight; they watch and duly ward. 

And their bright fquadrons round about us plant. Fa. jp. 

2. Engaged in warfare with hell and the world. A term ap¬ 
plied to the church of Chrift on earth, as oppofed to the 
church triumphant. 

Then are the publick duties of religion beft ordered, when 
the militant church doth refemble, by fenfible means, that 
hidden dignity and glory wherewith the church triumphant 
in heaven is beautified. _ . _ Hooker, b. v. 

I he {late of a Chriftian in this world is frequently com¬ 
pared to a warfare : and this allufion has appeared fo juft* 
that the charaaer of militant has obtained as the common di- 
ftindtion of that part of Chrift’s church foiournin* here in 
this world from that part of the family at reft. R 0 „ er5 

Mili.tar. 7 adj . [militaris, Latin; militaire, Fr. Milhar 

Mi lit ary. f is now wholly out of ufe.] 

x. Engaged in the life of a foldier; foldi'erly. 

In the time of Severus and Antoninus, many, beino- f 0 1_ 

rZt' co u nverte 7 d unto Ch rift> and notwithftanding 

continued ftill in that military courfe of life. Plooker b if* 

* Wl11 ,T aintain his ar S ument a s well as any military, man 

m the WOrld ’ . . Shakejp. idrfV 

pertaining to a foldier ; warlike. 


2. Suiting a foldier 

though he were a prince in militar virtue approved 
Ins cruelties weighed down his virtues. Bacon's .Henrv VII 
Numbers numberlefs 

The city gates out-pour’d, light-armed troops 
In coats ot mail and military pride. MilL’s Par Her 
The wreaths his grandfire knew to reap 
Dy active toil, and military fweat, * 

Pining incline their fickly leaves. D . 

3. Effected by foldiers. Prtor - 

He was with general applaufe and • r • 

kind of ^ elaion 

MILI’TU. 
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